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 _FENTRODU.CTION. 


3 0 NDER a deep ſenſe of the unchangeable, and 
CL. univerſal love of God to mankind in a Re- 
deemer, and in humble thankfulnefs to his kind pro- 

vidence-in permitting us to afſemble and deliberate, 

agreeably to the dictates of our conſciences, without 

fear of civil or eccleſiaſtical power; WE, the repre- 

ſentatives of ſundry Societies in the United States, 

believing in the Salvation of all Men, convened on 

the 25th of May, 1790, in the city of Philadelphia, 
| by an invitation from the brethren in the ſaid city 
3 holding the ſame doctrine, and having implored the 
1 direction and bleſſing of God upon our endeavours to 
extend the knowledge of his Name, have adopted 

the following Articles and Plan of Church Govern- 

ment. . . EN 


= | ou CHAP. 


1 2 
CHA P. „ 


ARTICLES 0 7 FAITH. 


Seer: 1. Of the Holy SCRIPTURES. 


\ 


W E believe the Scriptures of the Old-and New: 


Teſtament to contain a revelation of the per- 
fections and will of God, and the rule of faith and 
Practice. 


1 F 


SECT. 2. Of the SurrEME BEING. 


Ws believe in ONE Gov, infinite in all his per- 
feftions, and that theſe perfections are all modifica- 
tions of infinite, adorable, incomprehenſible, and un- 
changeable Love. 


srer. 3. Of the Mepratos. 


Wr believe that there is o Mepiarox between 
God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, in whom dwel. 
leth all the fulneſs of the Godhead. bodily ;. who, by: 
giving himſelf a ranſom for all, hath ee them 
to God by his blood; and who, by the merit of his 
death, and the efficacy of his Spirit, will finally reſtore. 
the whole human race to happineſs. 


Sect. 4. 07 the HoLy GHOST. 


We: believe in the HoLy Grosr,' whoſe office it 
is to make known to Sinners the truth- of their Salva- 


tion, through the medium of the Holy Scriptures, 
5 and | 


„F ͤ 


and to reconcile the hearts of the children of men to 


God, and thereby to diſpoſe them to ee holi- 
neſs. 


SecT. 5. Of Goop Worxs | 
WI believe i in the obligation of the moral law as 
the rule of life; and we hold, that the love of God 
manifeſted to man in a Redeemer, 1s the beſt means 
of producing obedience to that law, and promoting a 
holy, active, and uſeful life. 


Cc H A b. 
PLAN OF CHURCH GOVERN- 
MEN-T. 


. 


SECT. 1. Of a Cavurcn.. 


E conceive a Church to conſiſt of a number 

'Y of Believers, united by covenant, for the pur- 

poſes of maintaining the public worſhip of God, the 

preaching of the Goſpel, ordaining Officers, preferving 

Order and Peace among its Members, and relieving 

the Poor. Each Church poſleſfes within itſelf all 
the powers of ſelf-governnent. 


SECT. 2. Of the Orrickxs of « a Cnunck. 


TRE Officers of a G are two, viz. BISHOPS 
and DEA cONs. The terms Biſhop, Elder, Miniſter, 
Paſtor, and Teacher, we conceive to be the ſame, 
and intended only to expreſs che different capacities 
' in 


1 
F 
$ 


LS af. 
in which the ſame Officer is called to act. For the- 
duty of Biſhops we refer to the 28th chapter of Mat- 
thew, and the 19th and 20th verſes; and for the qua- 
lifications and duty of both Biſhops and Deacons, we 
refer to the 3d and 4th chapters of the firſt epiſtle to 
Timothy. JFC 


Sgr. 3. Of the CALE and ORDINATION of the 
OFFICERS of a CHURCH. 
SUCH perſons as ee thoſe qualifications and 
gifts, which the Holy Scriptures preſcribe for a Biſhop, . 
and who wiſh to devote themſelves to God in the mi- | 
niſtry, ſhall be invited to preach before the members j 
of the Church; and if after trial, they ſhall appear to 
be under the influence of the ſpirit of the Goſpel, and- 
to poſſeſs ſuch endowments as are requiſite for the 
profitable exerciſe of the duty of a Biſhop or Miniſter, 
the Church ſhall ſolemnly ſet apart and ordain ſuch 
\ perſons; and a certificate of ſuch appointment ſhall” 
be to them a fufficient ordination to preach the Goſpel, . 
and to adminiſter ſuch Ordinances herein after- inen- 
tioned, as to them may ſeem proper, wherever they 
may be called by Divine Providence. 
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And as the great deſign of forms in ordaining Mi- 
niſters, is to prevent weak, and immoral perſons from. 
exerciling the miniſterial office, we admit Ordination 
by any Church in which ſuch forms have been ob- 
| ferved, to be valid, and when perſons ſo Ordained, 
fhall apply to become members of any of our 
Churches, they ſhall (if otherwiſe qualified) be ad- | 
mitted not only as Members, but Miniſters-alſo.. 85 


N —— — 
— — 


Dtracons 


* 


dividing Chriſtians, who were united by the ſame ſpi- 


 Dxacons ſhall be choſen by the members of the 


Church, and ordained in like manner as Biſhops or 
Miniſters. Their buſineſs (beſides receiving and ap- 
_ plying the - pious and charitable contributions of the 


Church, for the ſupport of the labourers in the Goſ- 


pel, and the relief of the poor), ſhall be to attend 
to the ſecular afiairs of the Church, to keep an exact 
Tegiſter of all the perſons who. ſhall be born, bap- 


tized, admitted to communion, married, or who ſhall | 
remove, or die, belonging to the Society; alſo, an 
account of the admiſſion and diſmiſſion of members, 


and of all the buſineſs of the Church. 


Sfr. 4. Of Divine Worry. 


Eacn Church ſhall meet ſtatedly one day in ſeven, 


for the worſhip of God; and the preaching of the Goſ- 


pel. And as we have no rules laid down in the word 
of God to direct us in our choice of a mode or form 


of public worſhip, it is recommended to each Church 


to uſe ſuch modes or forms of prayer, and to ſing ſuch 


pſalms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, as to them ſhall 


appear moſt agreeable to the word of God, or beſt 


| ſuited to promote order, and ſpiritual edification. 


SECT. 5. Of ORDINANCES. 


WHEREAS a great diverſity. of opinions has pre- 


vailed in all ages of the Church upon the ſubjects of 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; as alſo upon the ſubC- 


jects of Confirmation, the Waſhing of Feet, Love 
Feaſts, and the anointing the Sick with oil, &c. and as 
this diverſity of opinions has often been the means of 
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rit in more eſſential articles, we agree to admit all 
fuch perſons who hold the articles of our faith, and 
maintain good works, into memberſhip, whatever 
their opinions may be as to the nature—form—or 
obligations of any or all of the above named ordi- 
nances. If it ſhall ſo happen that an application 
ſhall be made to a Miniſter to perform any of 
the ſaid ordinances, who does not believe in the 
prefent obligations of Chriſtians to ſubmit to them; 
or if he ſhall be applied to to perform them at a time, 
or in a way that is contrary to his conſcience, in ſuch. 
caſe a neighbouring Miniſter, who ſhall hold like 
principles reſpecting the ordinance or ordinances re- 
uired by any member, ſhall be invited to perform 
them ; or if it be thought more expedient, each Church 
may appoint or ordain one of their own members to- 
adminiſter the ordinances in ſuch way as to each 


Church may ſeem proper.- | 


SECT. 6. Of the Ap ulss oN and EXCLUSION of 
35 MEMBERS. 


ALL perſons who ſubſcribe our articles of faith, | 
and lead ſober and moral lives, ſhall be conſidered. |} 
as members of a Church. A departure from thoſe 
articles, or an immoral life, ſhall ſubje& a member 
to private admonition by the Miniſter, . or a brother 
member only, according to Matth. xvii. 18, 21. and 
Luke xvii. 3, and 4. If what we conceive to be er- 
ror, or if what all Chriſtian Churches agree to be 
vice, is perfiſted in, the offending member ſhall be 
ad moniſned a ſecond time by any two or three mem 
bers of the Church. If after theſe ſteps, he continue 


diſobedient, his name ſhall be publicly eraſed from 
$7 | : the 


” 
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* 


the liſt of 3 but he ſhall be exhorted at the 
"(ita time to attend public worſhip, and the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel 7 and he ſhall be reſtored in love, 
after he exhibits ſuch ſigns of a return to his former 


faith or practice, as ſhall be deemed e to 
5 Church. | 


srer. 7. Of Maznrace. 


MARRIAGES are to be performed in ſuch Way as 


the laws of particular States have made neceſſary; 


Miniſters of the Goſpel belonging to our Chbrch, are 
at lerer to celebrate this ordinance. 


\l 
| SECT. 8. aw InvrzocTION Sn. 


We believe it to be the duty, of all parents to in- 
ſtru their children in the principles of the Goſpel, 


as the beſt means to inſpire them with the wo of 
virtue, and to promote in them good manners, and 


habits of induſtry and ſobriety. As a neceſſary 


introduction to the knowledge of the Goſpel, we 
recommend the inſtitution of a ſchool, or ſchools, 


to be under the direction of every Church; in 
which ſhall be taught reading, writing, arithmetic, 


and pfalmody. We recommend further, that provi- 
ſion be made for inſtructing poor children in the ſaid 
fchools gratis. As the fulleſt diſcovery of the per- 
fections and will of God, and of the whole duty of 
man, is contained in the BIBLE, we with that Divine 
Book to be read by the youth of our Churches as ear- 


ty and frequently as poſſible; and that they ſhould 


be inſtructed therein at ſtated meetings appointed for 
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Sxc. 9. Of the CoMMUNION of CHURCHES. - 
Tux Churches ſhall convene together for the pur- 
poſes of more effectually ſpreading the Goſpel, and 
of aſſiſting, and edifying each other. A Convention 


85 of the Churches ſhall be held annually by deputies 


or meſſengers to enquire into, and report the ſtate of 
each Church, reſpecting the admiſſion of members, 
and the progreſs of the Goſpel; to conſult and- 
act for the common benefit of all the Churches; and 
to ſend forth Miniſters to propagate the Goſpel in 
places where it has not been regularly preached, and 
thereby to form and eſtabliſ new Churches. No 
Acts of this Convention ſhall be ſuppoſed to invade 
the freedom or ſovereignty. of a particular Church. 
Each Church reſerves to itſelf full and excluſive pow- 
er to judge of all matters relating to faith or practice 
(as eſtabliſhed by our Articles) among its own mem- 


bers.—All the general Acts of the Convention, which 


relate to the intereſts of particular churches, ſhall be 
iſſued only by way of advice, or recommendation. 


e H A FO: 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


SECT. 1. 07 WARE. 
LTHOUGH a defenſive war may be conſider- 


"A ed lawful, yet we believe there is a time com- 


ing, when the light and univerſal love of the Goſ- 


pel, ſhall put an end to all wars. We recommend, 
| | therefore, 


= 


2 


e 2 i 


therefore, to all the Churches in our Communion, 
to cultivate the ſpirit of peace, and brotherly love, 
which ſhall lead them to conſider all mankind-as 


brethren; and to ſtrive to ſpread among them the 


5 knowledge of their common Saviour and Redeemer, 


lives, but to ſave them. 


e 


Ser. 2. Of going to Law. 


Wx hold it unbecoming for Chriſtians, who are 
members of the ſame. Church, to appeal to Courts 
of Law for the ſettlement of diſputes. Such appeals 
too often ingender malice, beget idleneſs, and pro- 
duce a waſte of property. They are, therefore, con- 
trary to the ſpirit of the Goſpel. In diſputes of all 
kinds, and with all perſons, we recommend appeals 
to Arbitrators appointed by both parties, where it is 
Practicable, in preference. to Courts of Law. 
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"SECT. 3. "Of holding SLAVES. 
"Ws believe it to be inconſiſtent with the union of 


the human race in a common Saviour, and the obli- 


that union, to hold any part of our fellow- creatures in 
bondage. We therefore recommend a total refrain- 
ing from the African trade, and the adoption of pru- 


"op dent meaſures for the gradual abolition of the ſlavery 
- | - of the negroes in our country, and for the inſtruc- 
- | tion and education of their children in Engliſh lite- 


rature, and in the principles of the Goſpel. 


„ who came into the world, « not to deſtroy men's 


gations to mutual and univerſal love, which flow from 


the 
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Wr recommend it to all the members of our 
Churches to enquire, whether Oaths do not leſſen 
LE: | the frequency of truth in common life—whether 
E :: they do not encreaſe profane ſwearing—whether they 
3 5 © : are not contrary to the commands of our Saviour, and 


5 


1 5 5 the apoſtle James; and laſtly, whether they do not 
1 * lefſen the dignity of the Chriſhan name, by obliging . 
5 profeſſors of Chriſtianity to yield to a ſuſpicion of be- 
1 1 ing capable of declaring a falſehood. And as we are 


1 indulged by the Laws of all our States, with the pri- 
f 77 f | vilege of giving teſtimony by ſimple affirmation, we 
„„ | ſubmit it to the conſciences of our members, whe-. 
3 ther that mode of declaring the truth, ſhould not be 
Peri an chert. 33 


1 7 
1 Scr. 5. F SUBMISSION t GOVERNMENT. 


W recommend to all the members of our 
Churches a peaceful ſubmiſſion to the higher powers, 
not for wrath, but for conſcience fake, &. We 
enjoin, in a particular manner. a regard to truth, and 


1 * ' 


is 
8 5 
3 * 2 * 
* e 
N * 
2 —— 
44 * 


n 
| Y 
bs, 
-, 


74 f ere in the payment of ſuch duties or taxes, as ſhall 

11 e required by our rulers, for the maintainance of or- 

BW der, and the ſupport of government. | 

1 * © Signed by order, and in behalf 

5 . of the Convention, bßß 

* 7 | WILLIAM WORTH, MoDERATOR. . 
ATTEST. ARTIS SEAGREAVE, Clerk. 


2 June 8th. ; 90. 1 
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CIRCULAR LETTER 
„ HE Elders d in the belief of the Uni- ; 


1 verſal Salvation of all men,thro' our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, met in Convention in Philadelphia, on the 
25th of May, and continued by adjournment, until 


the 8th of June, 1790. 


To the Elders and Brethren in he ſame Belief 


throughout the United States of America, we wiſh 
Health, Peace, and Happineſs. A | 


Beloved in our Common Lord and Saviour, 


| WE herewith ſend you a copy of the Articles of 
Faith, and Plan of Church Government, which we 


have, with uncommon love and unanimity, agreed 
upon in Convention. The Articles are few, but 


> 


they contain the eſſentials of the Goſpel. We thought 
it improper to require an aſſent to opinions that 
are merely ſpeculative, or to introduce words, in ex- 


preſſing the articles of our belief, which have been 


the cauſe of unchriſtian controverſies. The plan of 
Church Government is nearly that of the Congrega- 
tional Church. We conceive it to be moſt friendly 


to Chriſtian Liberty, and moſt agreeable to the Word 
of God. We have ſubmitted ſeveral matters of con- 


ſequence to your conſideration, under the title of 
* RECOMMENDATIONS.' They form as yet no part 


of our ſyſtem of Faith or Practice as a Church; but 
we hope the time is not very diſtant, when the pro- 


greſſive light of the Goſpel ſhall baniſh all the error 


and vice, which are the ſources of the preſent diſorders 


and miſeries of human ſociety. 


We 
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| We re joice in he pro of c of the por 
truth of God's Univerſal Love to Mankind;and that he 
hath, in his infinite goodneſs, raiſed up ſo many faith-, | 


ful witneſſes of late years, to declare it in many 


parts of our country. We hope and pray that this 


glorious truth may continue to prevail againſt anti- 


chriſtian darkneſs and error; and that all who profeſs 
to believe it, may be led by the inward manifeſtation bf 
God's. love, to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 1 in. 
this preſent world, and thereby to confute the objec- 
tions that are urged againſt us, by thoſe who deny the 
infinite extent of the mercy and power of God. 

We requeſt that, ſuch of you as are „ 


into Churches, would ſend deputies or meſſengers to 


meet in the Convention to be held in Philadelphia 


on the 25th of next May; and that ſuch of you as 
are not formed into Churches, would affociate for 
that purpoſe, and concur in ſending Repreſentatives « 


to the- Convention. 


Signed by order, FOE? in behalf 
of the Convention, wy 


WILLIAM WORTH, Movzxaron. 


Arzvaa; ARTIS 8 ö GREAVE, Clerk. 
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